Health and Human Services policy for protection of human subjects research--HHS. Final rule.
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is amending its Human Subjects Protection regulations to rescind the provision requiring prior review and advice from an Ethical Advisory Board for research applications and proposals involving in vitro fertilization (IVF) of human ova as a prerequisite to funding by HHS and its components. The provision was nullified by the National Institutes of Health Revitalization Act of 1993. The regulations are being amended to reflect this statutory nullification. Institutional Review Board (IRB) review and approval of applications and proposals involving in vitro fertilization (IVF) of human ova continues to be required in accordance with other provisions of the Human Subjects Protection regulations. Furthermore, the Secretary may still exercise the option of seeking advice from an Ethical Advisory Board on ethical issues, including IVF, raised by research applications and proposals.